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Prov. 11. 30. 
He that winneth Souls, « wiſe. 


O ſay no more of the whole Book of Proverbs, then 
that it is ( by the incoherency of one toanother, 
by the newneſs of marter in every of them, un- 
concerned in thoſe before it, and after it) very 
like that Book of Epigrams, of which the ,,,..1 
Amuthour (ayes, Ycu may Cip in your 

Finger any where, and be every where at the end 
of his Book, without being engaged to twryn over 4 new leaf, for this 
only reaſon, becaule of the pewneſs of a freſh and diffind? ſubjeR in 
that leaf, which is an intire ſtranger to what evey now lay before your 


es, 

To make but a Twofold Application of this: 

Firſt, to ſhew you a very real end of this Book, more then ſeves 
whole Chapters before ſome (I mean the Lay-wardens amongſt you, 
which attend their Clergy- RefFors hither ) did hitherto apprehend we 
might pronounce of it, Jt i finiſh'd : and yet finiſhed it was ( the whole 
Book) at the end of the 22 gt of the 24. Chapter, My Son, fear 
thou the Lord aud the King, and meddle rot with them that are orven 
to change, leſt thou partake of their calamity, and their raine meddle 
with thee, 
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Thar here Solomon cloſed his Book with a ſentence of ſo great 
remark, with ths Proverb as golden as the Crown he wore; I have the 
«D:. wwe; -.4 Authority, nor only of a moſt knowing * Prelateof our 
Biſhop of Eiyg. Church, but the Teſtimony too of both thoſe in that 

Text of Solomon, the two chieteſt witneſſcs, in Heavey, 
andin Earth, God, and the Kryg, 

have the aſſent ro what I ſay, of the very next Verſe after, Theſe 
things alſo belong to the wiſe z, (beſtdes thoſe which the wiſe man him- 
ſclt had colle&ed into a Volume, Theſe alſo ) I have the ſuffrage of 
thefirſt Verſe in the next Chapter too, Theſe are alſo the Proverbs of 
Solomon (Theſe alſo, belides thoſe which Solomon himſelt bound up 
into one codex ) Theſe, which the men of Hezekiah King of Fudah co- 

ied out, 
g Theſe I call the Teſtimonials of God, becauſe beth theſe verſes, are, 
as much as all, or any part of the Bible, the Word of Ged. 

And may 1 not produce the Xing too, with his Teffe Meipſo, in 
that the Kine commanded the Prelate to publiſh that Book, in which he 
afſerts this * This is the firſt Application, 


The next this. 

As that Text hath one ſpecial mark of Honewr ſet upon it, to be 
deſigned by the wiſe man for his concluding Text, ( himſelt gives us 
thus to colle&, when he ſays elſewhere, Let ws hear the a of the 
whole matter, Eccleſ, 11,13, ('Tisinthe Heb:ew, the end ot it) Fear 
God, and keep his Commandmens : ( This one comprehenfive Com- 
mand of His, that next to Himſelf, we fear the King alſo; Fear Him, 
next in order, and next in degree too, to Himſclf:) For, this @ the whole 
Duty of May ( of Man, as he ſtan1s ſingle and alency as heis but owe, and 
himſelf , as he is no pablick Miniſter, in Church or State, as he is 
obliged to provide for, to take care tor no more Soxls then his own) ſo 
this upon which I preach, hath a ſignal repure done to it, in that ie is 
placed in the hears and middle of that Book, as a CharaRter ſupreme, 
above all other Chara&ters, of no leſs then the Wiſdom: it {elf, of 
the man Wiſe above all other men, He that fears God, and the Xing, 
is wiſe, Wiſe unto Salvation; Liberabit Animam ſuam, He hall keep 
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his own Soul alive: But he that contributes to the Salvation of orher 
Souls with his own to Heaven, is wiſer by far then he : (as a Chain 
of Pearl is richer much, then one ſolitary Pearl, ſer apart from that 
Chain) He (it any man be fo ««]' iZ»x5r, eminently (0) is The Wiſe Man z 
He that winneth 5ouls, u wiſe, 

Wiſe, to underſtand the Word of God, the way of winning them: Pe 
that the beginning of his Wiſdom, and our Firſt part, 

Wiſe, to underſtand Souls, their difficulty to be won : Be that the 
progreſs of his Wiſdom, and our Second part. 

Wiſe, to underſtand that Wiſdow, which wins Souls to be the 
Wiſdom, above all the wiſdoms of this worldzto betake himſelf folemn- 
ly, ſedulouſly, conſcionably, ro that great work + Be that the utmoſt 
deſign, the end and petiod ot all his Wiſdom, that beyond which, he 
will ſeek, he canreach no further, and our laſt part. $ 

Upon which words, and parts, that I may (peak, and you all may 
hear, to the honour of — GoJ, to the editying of our own 
Souls, and to the winning of others, let me heartily beſeech you to 
implore, Oo 


The Entrance, the Initiation, the Matriculation into this Wiſdom, 
is, Firſt of all to uncerſtand the Word of God ; That is the Standard- 
Rule, the Stanch-Method, by which he muſt labour to w.n-Souls, 

And here he muſt oleuw & operam impendere, watch out his firf 
Oyl, make theſe his preliminary Studies, to know how it comes to pals 
that He knows the Word of God, that he knows it zo be His Word to 
be well skill'd in that early diftinRtion berwixt the written, and wamwrit- 
ten Word of God; to give each of theſe their due, their due of Au- 
thority, by which he knows them, and their Cue of Yalidity, by which 
he infers and proves out of them : Both of which will be ot perpetual 
uſe in his conduct of Souls Heaven- ward, 

The Word of God, which way ſoever it comes known to us to be [s, 
is therefore to be credited as 1»fallible, becuuſe it is His Word, the a- 
verment of the Efential Truth, the being written, adds no Authority 
toits elſe we (ſhould believe the Scribe, more then Him whoſe Pen-man 
heis : the wor being written detreCts nothing from ut z elle Moſes, the 
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firſt Penyer of the Word of God, (next to God, who wrote Himſelf 


upon Tables of Stone) was more obliged to believe Aeſes, when he 
wrote God's Word, then God, when He d:Zatedit to Moles, 

Here you ſee, there were Words of God unwritten, and Scripture it 
ſelf, Old, and New, is tu'l of them, which were ſach, before the Pex 
in any mans Hand told us that ſuch they were, 

Befidesz There is a Poſitive Law of Ged; and that, though it be 
written now, was worded before, and thereis a Natwral Law of God, 
betore any word of His Poſitrve Law was ſpoke or written; andthe very 
written Word it ſelt bears witn<fs to this Natwral Law, that it is the 
Law of God, And being ſo, we may upon the ſame ground call it the 
Word of God, as St. Pawlcalls it His Law in the ſame ſenſe, as itis a 
Law inthe Heart of Man, it is a Law, ſer down in words, which that 
Heart ot Man wnderſlands. Suc' a Law the Apoſtle tells us it is 
Rom, 2,14, For when the Gentiles which have not the Law, (notthe 
expreſs, and Poſitive Law ) do, by Nature, the things contained in the 
Law, ( in which wores, $t. Paul does evidenthy allow the diſtinRion 
berwixt Law Poſitive, and Natural \ theſe ſhew the work of the I aw 
mrittcn in their hearts: It written, then it is the word as well as the work 
of the Law; and being the Law which God wrote there, it 1s alſothe 
Word of God. : HS 

Bur ſtay alittle : Have we not in our ſecond diſtinCtion, overthrown 
rhe Firſt, berwixt the written and unwritten Word of God, when be- 
tore, we ca'led the natural Law ai unwritten Word, which St, Paal 
a witneſs infinitely mote Indubitate , fays, was writtes? No ſuch 
matters St. Paulin another place, will extricate us here too, 2 Cop,3,3, 
Te a;e the Epiſtle of Chriſt, written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of 
God: There 15 an improper, and figurative writing, ſo came tlie Law 
ot nature: thereis a very and literal writing, this way we receive the 
SENIPIUres, ; 

10 rewurn then to the 4/019 word of God, be it written, or be it nor, 
either way we muſt confeſs it to be ot equally fall Authority, ſo ſoon 
as we are c0:vinced that it is either way the Word of God. 

We hear much ado from Rome ot this wwwrittes Word of God : 
That tuchthere is, we agree wich Her, that it is of more ano 7 
then 
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then Scripture, there we leave her, Let herlay afide her bore pre- 
tences ; ler her produce as great evidences, as the thing in its own na- 
ture is capable of, that, what ſhe calls the Word of God (and we both 
know to be unwritten) appears ſo to be by proots, as wear to Principles, 
as Scripture does, and we buckle with her, 

What is her method of Proof? Tradition, Throw ſheinto the 
ballance all the Requiſites to ſuch a Tradition, which will make her 
concluſion irgpregnable, which will ſuffice to beget the very utmoſt of 
Humane credibility, and we will almoſt call it the Ballance of the $anitu- 
ar): Wewill not be ſo ſt:, asnot to betried by it. 

To ſuch a binding Tradition, there muſt be the conſent of all, 

How prevalent this is rogvince any truth, hear we a while, the 
confeſſion of meer men, 

What all ſay, is wont to be truth , ſo far the Peer goes, 

Certus abeſt Author z ['d vox hoc nunciat omnis: 
Credo tibi ,, verum dicere fama ſoles, 

Itis Martial's in his Seventh Book, the Fifth Epigram, Seneca in his 
118 Epiſtle, goes as far 4 ---- Multum daye ſolemus preſumptioni omni- 
vm; and one ſtep further, ---- Yeritatis argumentum eſt idem omnibus 
videri : That is his «rewwent for the truch of any thing, And yer, 
Cicero, de Naturs Deorum, out-ſtrips him to0: --- De que omnes con- 
ſentiunt, id verum eſſe neceſſe eſt; \t is of peremptory necefbity, that 
true it »wſt be what all agree on, And Ariſtotle by his greater mea- 
ſure of knowledge, and more awthentickyeſs, goes beyond them all. 
13 $ w40: Joxci, Tire Liver peer, Letit but appear ſo, and it it [eems lo 
tO all men, ſoindeed it s: Itisfo, at leaſt, in his Tenth Book of Z- 
thicks, Chapter the ſecond, 

Heorce, many of the Fathers might much bowe to fuch an argu» 
ment, having been imbu'd with it from their firſt and yourhful lucy- 
brations, 

Hence, that of Tertullian, nod apud multos unwm invenitur, non 
eft erratum, ſed traditum + He was ſo much inlove withit, that he 
contra-diſtinguiſhes Tradition to error and miſtake: Hence, that of Sr, 
Chryſoftome, Grande indicinm veritatis (tor, I muſt contels, I have him 


not 1N his original tongue) cum wno ore idem proyunciem : Hence 
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that of St, Ferome, Etiamſs ſcripture authoritas non ſubeft, tamen orbis 
conſenſus inſtar precepti obtines, Thus roargue, and thus to believe is 
no make, ſays Tertalian : St, Chryſoftome honors it higher; it is his 
very great mark of truth : An1higher (till St. Ferome, it is with him 
no le; then a commend ; and ſo pgenerally the Fathers, 

Let me inſtance in two of them for a cloſe , both of which ſtrike 
up the nail to the very head, Put we the ſcales into St, Auſtins hands , 
he ells us roundly, 2uod univerſa tenet Eccleſia, nec Concilits inftitu- 
tum, ſed ſemper retentum eff, non niſi authoritate Apoſtolica traditum 
reftiſsimt creditur, (they are the Fathers own words, without my pre- 
ſuming to diſplace one of them, De Baptiſme, lib,4, cap.24. tom,7.) 
Andit fo, it is for certain, the Word of God, 

Adde we to this, as Explanatory of St, Auftins Univerſa Eccleſia, 
thoſe often noted three marks of truth in Yinceutius Lyrinenſis, which 
when they combine together, render theargument a full one, and the 
truth of ic ungainſayable (ungainſayable, I ſay, unleſs by ſome few 
mad-men of this age; Zacharias Mytilenenſis bids me call them fo, 
when he ſays, Communem omninm ſententiam deftruere, eſt dementiſ{t- 
mum,) thoſe three are Antiquity, Univerſality, and Conſent, (Uni- 
veiſa'ity of reception and praRtice; and the conſent and teſtimony of 
the generality of learned Eccleſiaſtical Authors , in all the former ages, 
as Dr, Gunning in his elaborateand moſt uſeful Treatiſe of Lent, hath 
well caught me co expound the other two,) 

By Tradition, thus ſtated, which obliges all Chriſtians in their 
generations, we hold the Feaſt of Zaſter to be obſerved, and the Faft 
of the Lent before it z that 1 ſay not alſo, the Feaſt of the Aſcenſion, 
and of Pepxtecoſt after it: By this, we underſtand, that the os and 
not the Deacons, were ab origine, tO conſecrate the Elements in the Holy 
Communion : By this, we a:e fully aflured, that the Fews Seventh and 
Sabbath-day is changed into our Firſt and Lords-day : By this, wereſt 
fatisfied with the Churtch-Government eſtabliſhed amongſt us, that ic 
ought ro continue, as it ever hath done, in all the Primitive, and even 
Modern Churches of God (till of late, in ſome few corners) E iſco- 
pal: By this, we know that Infants ought to be baptized hichirro 
does Sc. Auſtin more particularly apply that his general rule,) By this, 
we 
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weeſpecially know the Scriptures themſelves to be the written Word of 
God: And every of theſe Traditions (fave onely, that the Epiſcopal 
Authority and JuriſdiAion is alſo defenſible by trequent convinang 
Arguments occurring in the New Teſtament, and that the Baptiſm of 
fafars is fairly arguable our of that, as the moſt Reverend Archbiſhop 
Laxd, very learnedly againſt Fiſher, (who, it ſhould ſeem, whatever 
he pretended to be of Men, would be no Fiſher at all of Childrens at 
leaſt, he would not hook them in with any Goſpel-bait) do, ſingly, and 
by themſelves, ſupport theſe ſeveral truths, oblige our credit to them, 
and reception of them: And, in all of theſe, Zxceptis excipiendis, I 
think I may ſafely ſay it, almoſt all the Fathers fook up no higher, 
then to fuck a Tradition as this forthe p:obation of them, and here 
they reft, asin the very Word of God written, 

And have they not the written Word of God allo, for what they 
thus dos even that injoyns the cuſtoms of the Churches to be obſerved 
(and no cuſtom of any, of all the Churches of God, can be ſo much 
45 imagined a more Univerſal cuſtom, then thoſe which tradition , this 
exa& way hath acquainted us with) it brands the deſpiſers of them, the 
Cavillers brarary. way with the name of contentions, 1 Coy. 11, 16, 
and ic threatens ſuch contentious ou (tor it will not honor them 
wich the ſtyle of Diſþutative ones) the very ſouls of them, with eribu- 
lation and anguiſh, Rom. 2, 8, 9. Becauſe they obey not the truth, this 
cuſtomary, this traditionary way, manifeſted unto them, 

Whenas we ought, weapprehend obliging Tradition thus quali- 
fied, weare fortified againſt the willing ſeducements of able and learn- 
@d, '« Ying and miſs-teaching Rome; againſt being deceived by an 
implicite and blinde obedience, with weak and popular Rome, Keep we 
but ſuch diſcerning eyes as theſe in our heads, and chen, in vain will 
her Net be (pred inthe ſight of any of us , weſball not be dim enough, 
not to ſee through her diſguiſe, when ſhe calls the Tradition of one 
Church, her own, the Romiſh, a Univerſal Tradition, the teſtimony of 
her corrupted ſelf, the teſtimony of that Pure antiquity, from which 
he hath corrupted her ſelf : The conſent of Pepſionary writers of her 
wn, in later ages; the conſent of all learned writers from the firſt of 
ages, fince the days of Chriſt in the ner kh 
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This one Optique will help us to ſee, with one of onr eyes, how ſhe 
failsin every oxe of theſe three Requiteds, the want of any one of which 
ſets Conſcience free from ſuch a lame Tradition, ſuch a pretended un- Go 
wiitten Word of God, that it may ſafely forbear to reverence ic, with- ai 
out incurring the Curſe upon the quar#elſom : It wi'l open our other ſelf 
eye, to diſce:nthat worlethen Fallacy, her Probatio ejuſdem per idem MW whe 
for,when ſhe hath laid aſide theſe three Rules, by which co know what ami 
ought to be Traditionally accepted by all, let her diſpute, till her ſpe: 
rongue, and head, and heart do ake, the reſult of all will be only this, the 
fhe, Rowe, that Particular Church knows, this or that oughe to C 
be obeyed by all, for this only Reaſon, ( which, if it may paſs for ſuch, live, 
will enable any Dotard alive to diſpute for ever, and never be conſu- © whi 
ted) becauſe ſhe Her ſelf ſays ſhe knows it, 

Bur, it istime to lanch out from hence, and to ſtrike Anchorat the 
written word of God, to enquire briefly, what aſſurance we have that 
theſe Chapters and Pſalms are His Word, ſince both of theſe together 
are the Intire-adequate Rule, by which we muſt ſquare our ſtudies, ſteer 
our endeayours tothe winning of Souls, 

And here, what $kill muſt chere be, to give its dve- and no more, 
to the ſeveral avonchments-thereot ! 

Theyare (as divers learned men have Jaboriouſly travelled inthe 
inqueſt after the proofs of it, and ſome of them fate down contented 
with one, ſome with another ) generally theſe Four ,. Firſt the Tra- 
dition ofthepreſent Church, Secondly, of the Primitive,. Thirdly, of 
Scripture, and Fourthly, of Reaſon, 

For as for the Fifth, that, in which ſame (zealous perhaps, bur /;trle 
sHhlled God knows ) ſet up their Reſt z the 1/lumination of the Spirit of 
God, the witneſs-bearing of the Holy Ghoſt to chem, rhat Scripture 
is Scripture (in the received ſenſe of that = the Word of God) that 
muſt needs vaniſh away from being any proef that ſoiris z for, any 
Argument which carties in ita ſolid convincingneſs, muſt be ſuch to all, 
now ſuch this cannor be, ſince no manalive (be himſelfnever ſo con» 
form to the leadings of the $pirit) canpoſſibly make it kyows inan Þ wy | 

argumentative way, toany ſtander by, that the Spirir of God tells hit | carch 
this, no,. though indeed ic be the very Spiric of God thar tells _— furs 
my ; 
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much leſs ſtill, when it is no morethen a fropg preſomption, an over- 
weening fancy that God i in him, if I tell him, xo, | that inthis point, 
[un-E God is »ot in him, by what powerfull charm will he be ever able to 
vith- I diſprove me? and therefore hard will ir be for himſelf, to tell his wery 
ther ſelf, whether it be Gods Spirit, or the hardy imagination of his own ; 
lems whereas, in all the reſt, chat which «, or ſeems to be a proof to me, I 
what am eaſily able to demonſtrate it to be an equal truth to the next man | 
her] ſpeak with: tor, as in this laſt caſe, he muſttake my word a/oxe, in 
the other he may partake my evidence t00, 
troll Of che Firſt, The Teſtimony of the National Church, in which I 
ach, I live, and of the Cathelick Church, ſpread chroughout the eath, of 
w/s- © which Iam a Member; This, chough ic carries a great perſwaſtveneſs 
init fomewhat more, ſays Teleſphorus, Now licet, Univerſale Homs- 
the Y now jadiciow, falſam, naumque exiſtimare) yet it is but a motive that 
that I beuld believe z it does not rie wp my Faith. 
ther And the firſt ching it moves meto, is to enquire of all the Churches 
ſteer _ it, (a good method of proceeding this, whereby to know the 
Charchof G0, as well as the Word of God, had this courſe been iw- 
partially and induſtriewſly undertaken, we had never heard in this laſt 
Ape, of a Presbytery inthat ſmarting ſenſe, in which we now hear of 
i, and of late have felt it, becauſe we could never read of it inthe for- 
mer Ages, never, bur at che ſame time in which it was wniverſally and 
unanimouſly decry d tor no leſs then Hererical ) I have enquired of theſe 
ancient times, 20d received corroboration in that great Truth, to which 
I was rendied propenſe, and inclined before, nor am I yet arrived to a 
Demonſtration, ; 
Both theſe ſend me from themſelves tothe Word; I (earch that, 1 
ſearch it again.z Here I find Pleaſure, more thenall the Fables, Ay- 
ies, and Peetryes in the World: Here I meet with ſolidneſs and 
ſubſtances direRions tor good life, and to attain the Summun bonum, 
Life eternal, more then inallche Moralifts, and Wiſe mes of this Warld : 
Now I am ſer 0n fire wich love of it, now I weepart ſo much loſs of 
wy former time, that I have ſo long traanted, in Senecas, and Ple- 
tarchs, and Ariffoties, in Epiitetas's, and Arrianss's, and Theophra- 
f's: ina word, inany her Books, that are pot comments upon this. 
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I ſee now, that all my Introduory Ethicks come infinitely more ſhort 
of this Chriſtiax Phileſophy, then a mean Porch does of that Church to 
which it leads, be" rhe fabrick of it as ſtately, as of rhoſe the Poet 
mentions, 


Queque ſuos dicas Templa decere Deos, 


Bart ſtill I fail of Premiſes, out of which to infer the concluſion, that 
this, though it be, &«, the Word of God: tor, in this wery Word, I find, 
that if Chriſt himſelf, the Word Erernal, did bear witneſs of himſelf, 
bis witne(s would not be true; i.e, not a rational conviction to me, or 
to any elſe ( conſidering Chriſt only as Man ) of the truth of it z much | 
leſs canScripture alone, prove it ſelf ty me, if it did attempt it, nor | 
yet whea I have eagerly read all of it, can I diſcover one Yerſe in any | 
one of its Books, which attempts to tell me, that the whole Book, from 
Geneſis to Revelation inclulively, is the Word of God, | 

Now Iam driven to ſummon in my laſt Auxiliary to all,for the ver- # 
di& of Reaſon + - Here I weigh with my (elf the fate of Man-kind; If 1 
ponder upon their ſins, which deſerve wrath ind ruize; I meditate up- 
on their condoling their fins and miſeries, which ſhould move compaſ- | #7 
ſion : 1 confidertheir deſires of Bliſs, and I confider again, that che} t 
Power Eternal hath put no v4in, impoſſible defires into the heart off / 
Man : NowT bethink my ſelf, Canir confiſt with chat | ns good- 
neſs which made May, not to ſbow to Man the ways whereby he might} t 
compaſs Happineſs? I ruminate upon all the former Volumes I have} » 
peruſed, nor caa [ diſcern in all thoſe Books ( which have been awes 
rineſs to the fleſh, to compoſe, and read) how I may roll away this ont 
ftone, this great ſtumbling-block, of [«i-f7ing the Divine Fuſtice fu 
humane wr oor Here, and no where elſe, I have light upon chat: 
Here, andno where elſe, have I met with the rh ages of Holy Life, 
in all the As of Vertue, in all the Degrees of Holineſs Here, the 
eſpecial duty of Love, extended to an enemy, to the doing good to him, 
the praying for him, the bleſſing of him, Now, Iam almoſt ſorry, | 
had not dowbts and ſcruples enough for {o ſatisfying 4 Book, to compoſt 
and reconcile; Now fince nothing cap be objeted againſt it, _ 
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other Book hath had (o wniverſal reception throughont the world, 1 
yield up my {elf wholly to the belict of ir, 

Nor yer have I hit the Mark; 'all this, as cogent asit is, is not de- 
monſtrative: And yet too I have hit the Mark; all theſe, together, 
are convittion and more, For, fince in all other (ciences, there muſt of 
regular neceſſity be ſomewhat granted, before any diſcourſe can be 
raiſed z ſince, in the very Mathematicks, (the moſt infallibly demon- 
ſtrative of all other ſciences ) it there be not quedem poſtulata before, 
there will never ſpring up any thing apoditfical after: Hereuponit is, 
that I reſolveit to bethe glory and per feftion of this Science Faramount, 
this Queen and Commanareſs of all other Sciences ; that ſhe is not fo 
mean and low, aSto indure any thing above her, as more noble then hey 
ſelf, in being bleto prove her any thing, beſides that God, whoſe oply 
Handmaid ſhe is, and all other kinds ot learning hers, 

Our of all theſe, there are many good ules to be made, moſt of 
which I fhall leave to the heads and hearts of my Brethren of the Cler- 
9 z I muſt make haſte, and ſhall therefore infiſt but on two or 
three, 


Firſt, roinſtruct our other Lay Brethren that we uphold Epiſcopacy, 
at leaſt with equal Awthority to our keeping of the Lords day; which 
they, and we, love to keep, to our underſtanding of what is the Ca- 
non of Scripture, which they and we love to reverence, 

Another, to reduce thoſe into a more meek, and tumble, and decile 
temper, who are yet lo Fewiſh (for, of them it is ſaid Qwi, ſime Scriptu- 
ra, nihil recipiant ) as to retuſe any thing for Truth, which is not ex- 
preſſy contained in Scripture, 

A third, To refel the Preſumptien, to reclaim the Inadvertency of 
theſe, who, as yer, will know nothing of God, or his Word, unleſs by 
a freſh Revelation from the Spirit, a new Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt 1 
whereby, in effe&t, they either call for a ſecond New Teſtament, or a 
fifth Goſpel, or at leaſt, ( by their private interpretation, oppolite to 
chat from all Antiquity ) a new Chapter from that we have already, or 
ſome mew verſes of that Caper , for, it is the ſenſe, and not the 
words only, which makes either the Chapter or the Verſes, and he 


who brings a new ſeuſe of any piece of Scripture, Ciflerent from char 
which 
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which is already generally received, does, what in him lies,obtrude upon 
5 2 new piece of Scripture t0O, ; 

And fince in all the Scriptures, there are indeed mary things hard to 
be underflood;, fince the unſtable and wnlcarned, wreſt thoſe difficulc 
places to their own comdemnation, What more dſcreet method can be 
applied by the wit of Man © what more wpright by the integrity of 
M.n, co Jebus thoſe #nwary ſouls from ſo dangerous a precipice? to 
retreive the genuine conſtruttion to every Ciſtia parcel of Holy pprir, 
and ro conform our Chriſtian Duties according to them, then to call 
in the Churches interpretation of thoſe #ndoubied Texts * Her Teft imony 
of what the Apoſtles have tradited concerning them, and Her own 
Prattice in former Ages, eſpecially, ſince the ſame Duties were in- 
cumbent upon our Fathers, which now lye upon ws, and the ſame Rale 
of Scripture was preſcribed co us both! Norcan it emer into the ſober, 
anbyaſt heart of Man, ſo much as to fancy, but that thoſe waters ran 
more clear, which were nearer the Fountain-head, then thoſe defiled 
Riv lets which have ſo much beſpattered us of this laſt Age. 

And now, my Fathers and Brethren, do but refleQ back a lirtle up- 
on what hath been ſaid, and (if you throw incoit char other ſaying of 
the Rabbins, Nulluw eſſe in Scripturs jote, 4 que nou pendant Montes 
doftrinarum z and one ſaying more of my forgotten Authour, Omnes 
Sermones, Syllabe, Apices, Punita, in Jacra Scripturs, plena ſunt ſen- 
fibus:) you will inſtantly yield what a world of labour it asks, to ac- 
quire this firſt part of wiſdom (whic' alone is a world of wiſdom) pre- 
paratory to the winning of Souls, 

In all of which, what I have (aid right and ere, . I take not upon 
me to be ategcher of my Teachers, but a modeſt remembrancer to them, 
of what they better know chen I , I ſpeak nothing megifterialy, no- 
thing &iF#ator-like, Io much reverence my learned Auditours, that I 
would ( but for pare obedience, and bowndew duty) be much rather oge 
of theirs; andinall, I ſay, 1 humbly ſabmit my ſelf co the judg meat 
and cenſure of my dear Mother, the Church of England. 


Second Jathe next place, he that hath put his kand to this plow of win- 
4** ning Souls, muſt berake bimſelt ro one Wildom more, He m_ 
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look forward upon the danger which always awaics wegledted Souls x 
upon the wntratFableneſs of thoſe Souls z and hereby upon their diff 
culty to be won, | 

Syneſius calls the Soul of man AuqpreCilnue Bd gy Seunbrar, the 
ugſfions the Controverſie upon which God and Devils diſpute, the 
ftake for which both of them contend: God gave the Word, many are the 
Preachers which plead His Right, and maintain His Cauſe 5 Satan 
transforms falſe Prophets, like true ones, to allure and ſeduce tor 

im, | 

And He and They, do it many, very many wayes, according to 
the ſeveral tempers and diſtempers of Men in all which, we muſt 
apply Medicines proportionate to the Diſeaſe, and fetch them our of 
the Book of God, That St. Baſil calls a Shop of Medicaments, our of 
which Te] g izes@&, All and every one may adapt to himfſelt ſove- 
raign Antidetes, healing Plaiſters, to his ewn invenom'd ſore, 

Some believe not in the true God at all z we muſt win them our of the 
Book of Nature, to the Bok of Books, the 5ible, as St, Pal did, 
AZ, 17.24, Some are raw Believers, newly initiated into the Faith, 
ready as Reſe Tabnle, to take impreſſion, and tobeled fide by him 
that ſpeaks next, Theſe we muſt feed on with the milk of fundamental, 
pou! peed Dodrine, 1 Cor, 3.2, Some are zmpenitent, ſecure, with- 
out remorſe : Ply we them with the threats of God, to ſtir up a godly 
ſorrow in them, 2 Cor, 7,8, 9, Some are bewitcht with falſe Dottrine, 
with aether Goſpel : convince wethem of their Pride, humble we them. 
by letting them know, that Fools and Mad men they are, this will ki/ 
wþ all their vain ſcruples, Gal. 3. 1, ſome deſpair, here pour we our 
the whole flood of the Conſolations, of the cop of Peace, till wemake 
them feel and know, that the very Name of the Goſpel is a whole Flood 
of Conſolations. 

Here we have Apeſtelical prattice and Example, ſee we next their 
Rule too, jo.ned with their Pradice, 

How,trom this diver ſity of Manners,are different and contrary charges 
laid upon us, the Clergy, by that great Preſcriber, St, Pawl, Ar ſome 
time, we muſt be af 0yl, to heal, and no Wine at all, ro wound; nay, 
our very Gerd t00 muſt be 03/4, we mult beſerch and pray, as though God 
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did beſcech by ws, and Chriſt pray with ws, that they would be yecou- 
ciled unto God, 2 Cor, 5,20, Now Timothy muſt reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort, and yer do all with loxg ſuffering, 2 Tim, 4. 2, Anon Titus muſt 
rebuke, Satu pro imperis z als, ſuperque, cum omni imperio, with all 
Authority, 2,15, Behea very Pas, he muſt one while comein the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, and another while with a Rod in his hand, 1 Cor, 4, 
21. and a third, witha Rod of Scorpions; Deliver ſuch 4 one unto 
Satan, k Cor, 5,5, nor will he ſhake this his ſevereſt ſcourge, bur with 
my Text-purpoſe, that his Soul may be won, Hw Spirit ſaved in the 
day of the Lord Feſws, Ibid, 

W hen thus (evere we are, inthe great Excommenication againſt great 

Sinners, we muſt tell them that God is as ſevere as we that whoſ; fins 
the Church does retain uponthem, Chriſt does retain them too, Mas 18. 
18, The Churchdoes it by God's Authority ; and God by ratifyin 
the Churches deed, confirms his own Authority z Me copfirmeth the 
word of his Servants, and pirformeth the counſel of his Meſcengers, 
I[a, 44. 26, 
, And yet of all the ſins ina'l the Souls of thoſe under our Cures, . the 
grandeſt difficulty, the ſharpeſt of all our Tasks, is, to regain ſome 
trom their godly ſins ; Cum vitium virtus creditur, (ine metu culpa cu- 
mulatur, ſays a Father; and as heelſe where, nid corum mente infe- 
licius, quibus peccatorum ſeges ny ex virtute ſeminantar * O this 
2waſi-Virtus ipoils all ! Thele f1n without tearz nay, they ſin, as 
they think, devostly, and with the holy fear of God: What ſo wretched, 
33 ſuch aSoul* and who ſo fruitleſs in all his labowrs as the Paſtor of 
ſuch a Souls And yet though in (o boiſterous a Sea, we have Fiſhed 
all night, vig't after night, and ye nothing, we muſt caſt in our 
Net afreſh, and ſtill Fiſhon z and at laſt, when all our other cares are 
unſucceſstull, we muſt oxly wreſtle with God, by Prayer and Faſting, 
( and ſtrive with Man no more, ) that thu kind of Devil ( the very worſt 
1n all the Legiow, may be caſt out. | 

As a CharaQter of theſe, we may with mach deploringneſs, recount 
the (ad complaint of Hormiſdws, a holy Biſhop in the fxth Century 
--- Quande induit obedientis Humanitatem, opinionibus ſuis velata [u- 
perbia, 8c, Theſcare ſo brim fall of Divinity, (Texts withour their 
| manings, 
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meanings, wreſted Sctiptures by mew and forreign interpretations) that 
they have no roew fn them for Humanity, (Aras neſtra tam preſentibus 
plena et numinibus, ut facilis posſis Deum, quam hominem invenire, as 
Petyonius ot ſome in his time, they will rather be petty Gods, then mere 
Mex) and more-rule, then obey, Ot all Chriſtian Vertues they have ex- 
punged and caſhiered Humility (the DoRreſs of obedience ) out of their 
Catalogue, when will they, thus wedded-to the winery 3h @& , the ſaw 
of Contention, ſubſcribe to Peace, who catch at nothing of Religion, 
but to contend abour,and deſpiſe commands ? They will not hear reaſon, 
when ſhe ſpezksunto them, but cal! their own phrenzy by that name, and 

indeed, what hath reaſox to do. ( (he who inhabits a lower Region, who 

moves in an1#xferiour Orb) to command thoſe, who give laws to Re- 

ligion it ſelf £ Such are delp.ſers of af Authority, the writings of the 

Ancients, and the Rule of Governors in Church and State : to queſtion 

and debate, and controll, is all they praiſe; tocall their own #nground- 

ed opinions, ſcience, is all they know, {olotty and arrogant they are, 

Mr, ad Arbitrium ſuwm, wtriu{que orbis Fudicium, that they think che 

whole world ( Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South ) ought to bow down 

their necks and knees to their determinations, 

Isnot our Task high, and full now ; fall as Mankind is full of fin? 

not only every Man is a Sinner, * Yitits ſine nemo naſcitury, , ,,_. 
only every Man ſins as long as heis a Man, * Vitia erunt, dones » Tai- 
Homines, and never leaves off to fin--- © Quis--- Peccandi finem **: 
poſait ſib1! not only many tins are in every man, * 2uiſnam Ho- <TD 
wminum eft,quem tn contentum videris uno flagitio? butalmoſt 4 dem. 
every man is #ninduring of reproof in every his fins, and ww- « 5,474, 
confeſſing of any 0! them, * Quare nemo confitetur peccata ſua ? 
Duia adbuc in illis eft : Does not all this makeit onus Domini, a burthen 
of the Lord, to be in the midſt of ſo much perwerſeneſs,s Miniſter of God 
What Art, What Wiſdom enough to regulate {0 many diſorders* 
Tis ixav6 might S, Paxlwell cry out, Wyo (were heas wiſeas the Pen-+ 
man of-my Text, Solomon himſelf) is ſufficient for theſe things ? 

Had we all but- oxe Rule to go by, we might hope, in time, to at= 
tain wiſdom engueh tor the managery of that one Rules but Gregory the 
Great (one of the ableſt, and moſt upright, and unambirious Fees 
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that (are in the Chair of Rowe) in the firſt Chapter of bus Third Part 
De Paſtorali Cura, gives us no le's then Thirty ſix ſeveral Admonitions, 
twice ſo many ſeveral ways (Seventy two ways) to handle and core the 
various diſeaſes of our Flocks ; and yer he, good Father, is merciful, 
very merci ul; for he might have prefcrived us many, very many 
more, 

And yet, to lighten, it not our own burthex, at leaſt, our Flocks, 
we would ſer but one rule tothem , which, it they ſtick cloſero, would 
en!ble us with more eaſe, ſucceſs, and comfort, to wade through a 
Volume of Rules in their behalf, for their ſafety : That one Catholick 
Rule of Ferrandus Diaconus (I to: bear tocall it as he does, his Fifth 
R:le, becauſe that comprehenſive one ſhall be all) Omnw qui [e ad Ec- 
cleſiam pertinere gloriatur, legibus wivat Eccleſia, Lethim who juſtly 
Fre; he is 2 Church-member, live up to the Laws of the Church , 
quare his practice by her orders, tyeup his belief to her Articles, at 
leaſt, tyeup his tongue, that it diſturb not her peace ;, the peace of thac 
Church which, 141.33. 20, calls the City of our Solemenities;” that, to 
which in all her Preſcriptions, we owe all ſolemn. obedience, that, 
which Salvian (in four Books to her, under the name of Timotheys) 
_ Nutrix Beate ſþei, Obedience to ber, will nurſe ws wp to our hope of 
leſſedne(s. 

Te I humbly crave leave (with all due reverence) to afflifF your 
patience a little longer, and to conclude upon this Text now, I have 
ſo high regards to the Authority which commands me hither, and to the 
very conſiderable audience, chat I would fain ſupply in meaſure what I 
lack in weight, | 


The Thiid =Thelaſt Part is, That to win Souls,is the Wiſdom above 
Pais. all wiſdoms, (which I ſhall run through with all the poſſible 
haſte my Lungs will permit,) He that winneth Souls, \« wiſe. 

For, chough Solomons wiſdom excelled the wiſdom of all the children 
of the Eaſt, and all the wiſdom of Egypt ; for he was wiſer then all men, 
1 King.4. 30, 31, Though, in all elſe, he out-went all children, and 
men 00, yet in this one Proverb, heis (till wore excellent in ſurpaſcing, 
not onely allrhe reſt, but himſelf alſo, who ſurmounted them al, eve 
Solomon 
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Solomon himſelf t00-+-- Fortior eft qui ſe ; 2s Sampſoy was never fo 
ſtrong when he overthrew the Philiſtines alonc, as when he conquered 
them, and Sampſon inthe midſt of them, 

What a heap of follies are all the wiſdows in the world abſtraRted 
from this oe wiſdem, of taking care, though but fo: ene Soul ! All 
thar all of them zogether can do, can but gain the world, the whole world 1 
let that be gained, not on'y which is really poſſible, all of it in extenc 
of prace, to the witermoſt parts of 'he carth , let man, one man, have not 
only ſo mach land as the Sun warms, and the Sea waſhes, but all that 
world too ( which is only imaginably poſſible for one man to have) 
in duration of tie, from the Creation ot it, to the worlds exd, from 
its birth-day, when it lay all under dark waters, to its departing-day, 
when it (h:1l be all oz a light fire, ( Communis mundo ſupereſt YOCMs, ſays 
one Heathenz and Unoigne, quicquid nunc ex diſpoſito lucet, ardebit, 
ſays another, though both of chem very »nheatheniſhly, and- ( did they 
know that from thence they knew it, ( Gentiles hee ut weteres loquun» 
tur, 4 pPopulo Dei ſuſſurati ſunt) very ſcripturally) yer his wiſdom in 

rchaſing all this at the price of Þis own Soul ( perhaps his Families, 
and his Complotters, and his Soldiers too) will be 3s fooliſh 4s his iwjoy- 
ments, ranke.! with ſo great a /oſs, are profitableleſs ; ou: Saviour hium- 
ſelf rells us both #4 and that, 7how fool, Luke 12, 20, and what will 
it profit him, Mar. 8.36, ano to be ( profirleſs ) is one of the names 
by which folly is beſt known, 

So highly eſtimab'e is the keeping of oxe Soul from harm, that Mo- 
ſes ſure'y ſpake excellently well in that ſpecial anc! excluſive counſel of 
his. Only, take heed to thy ſelf , thy ſelf, why the whole world is of late 
grow ſo ſelfſh, tht t' ey need no Moſes to ſpar them on, but rather 
many Moſes'sto reftrain them ſo much they dothar, and ply that, 
tis fadly true; and yet Moſes 15 rrwe allo, known (oto be, by them who 
have learned that Heavenly Leſſon ( E celo deſcendit Tr61 ovavir) to 
know themſelves who they ate z thy eſtate is not thy ſelf, that's too far 
without thee, ( 'tisnone of the 74 ip' wir) andis, perhaps, with as 
mach delight, as well as wit!1 more innocency, thy flocks, and thy herds 
eſtate, 4s thine :- Thy Body 1s not thy ſelf , onleſs thy ſelf be more then 
that, the Beaſt that periſh:th,'s as much as thou, vx) zv3 Pytharo 
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will tellthee, thy Soulis thyſelf, and Plato, . that the mindis the Mas, 
Animms cujuſque is eft quiſque 5 And it you mark it, Moſes himſelt 
tells you the ſame tale in the next worcs ; Only take heed to thy ſelf, and 
krep thy Soul diligently, Deut,4.9, Now Moſes is free from being Pa- 
tronto the vice of Man ; now, no keeping to0 diligent tor (uch a jewel, 
no heed to0 much of ſuch 4 [elf as thy Soul; now, what before had the 
ſhape of a ſnare, and the ſound of a temptation, 45 nothing ele but holi- 
neſs and bliſs, now, keep thy Soul,and do that oxly; thou doſt all things 
elſe which are fir to be done, in doing that ; all things, but the taking 
care for more Souls then thy own, 

What is there on earth which the Awgels in Heaven do more de- 
lizhtin, their God more approves, then Souls bt ought to repentance (the 
door Of Heaven) by the miniftry of the Word? I. am ſure, Scripture 
names nothing more for either of them z; for, hereto it relates, that 
Chriſt Himſelt was the belaved Son of God, becauſe He came into the 
world ro fave Souls; and as ſure I am, though we ſtudied throughout 
all the Books that are, (though every ſand 0n the ſhore were a Book, and 
every Star in the sky 2 light by which to readit) we ſhould never be 
2ble to diſcover any attempt ſo wiſe, as that which moſt pleaſes God. 
Where was God more pleaſed then in his Son * This is my beloved 
Son, in whom lam well pleaſed: and I have already told you rhe mean- 
ine.of that. 

Optimis non niſi optima placere poſiunt, ſays Seneca and thereſore, 
the [ame which is the Fathers, is the Sons —_—_ ro0; you yield as 
much as ſoon as.you obſerve our Saviours pathetical way of requiring 
this wiſe care of Souls ; This is His Unwm Petii, and His Deſiderio deſt- 
drravi ; what Man moſt paſſionately requeſts trom Man, is wont to 
be asked with this philere and conjuration, As you lowe me doit; Siman 
Peter, loveſt thow me. ? I do, ſays Peter , Paſce, ſays Chriſt: Gregozy 
the Great (ays, Chriſt ſaiC, Ss diligis me, paſce; It thou loveſt me, as 
thou loveft me, deny me not this one reque(t of my lips, do this one 
thing tor me, Feed my lambs, Feed my fheep, Feed them wp to me, 

That which God and His Angels moſt love, That winch the Devil 
«nd his moſt abhor aad perſecute, yo, niſd;m under. Heaven like to 
that,, _ For, 
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' Though it be truein the malice of his deſigns, AI that will ive 
godly ſhall be po yet why isit that there is ſo much warring gi- 
ven to thoſe whoſe office it is to win Souls trom Him to Heaven ? to 
make the AvpioCirnue of them both, to become the Prize of God, that 
ſo ſoon as ever they reſolve this way to ſerve the Lord, they would pre- 
pare their Souls for temptations, (whence theſe, but from him wh6 hath 
his name from theſe, the Tempter * ſet their heart aright, and conſtantly 
endure, Eccleſ,2, 12, Why does Chriſt at the ſame time when He 
ſends abroad his Apoſtles, Mat, 10, 5. forewarn them, that they muſt 
go to thoſe who will wot receive them? V. 14, orelſe will receive, and 
worry them as Wolves do Sheep, V., 16, Beye therefore wiſe, are His 
next words, For what other cauſe does one of the Apoſtles when he 
hath made a Biſhop of Timothy, ſtraighr give him in charge, that he be 
not aſhamed of the af flittions of the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 1,8, but that he en- 
dure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jelus Chriſt? Ch,2, v. 3, Why 
did oxe of the Apoſtles tell us of Fiery Tryals * and all of the Apoſtles 
wndergo them? Why all this that Church Miniſters ſhould be expoſed 
to ſo many Satanick affronts? Why is the Devil ina more peculiar 
manner an Adverſary, 1n ſetting up Adverſaries againſt theſe? a roar- 
ing Lyon, in ftirring up roarers againſt theſe * why, but tha heſe are 
the men, whoſe great and glorious imployment it is, to make a ſpoil of 
His Kingdom? to give him a Chaiy tor a Crown? to ſnatch back Souls 
out of his-Faws 2 to ſave them with fear, pulling them our of the fire ? 
as S. Fude, V. 23, Is there any wiſdom like that, which can cope with, 
match. and conquer ſuch an inveterate experienced piece of Serpentine 
ubtilty ? 
4 Upon this ſcore, becauſe he was the great »ndertaker for the good 
of Souls , betel all che miſeries upon Chriſt himielt here on earth: 
Thercfo: e was he buffetted and ſwote upon. the Face, (ſays an elegant 
devout Fatl.er) becauſe he daily :1ecovered captive Souls out of- the 
hand of Satan, and would never after luffer ay to take them ont of his 
own hands, «x, «praon Ii, Foh, 10, 28, 'I1snot as wetranſlare ir, 
Neither ſhall any Man, but nor any Perſoy,. neither May, nor Devil, 
pluck them out of my hand, Theretore was | is Face ſpit npon, becauſe 
he waſht. our Souls with the (aluta:y Bapriſmal water Therefore in 
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ſilence indured he ſtripes, becauſe by his Word, his vocation of us, he 
frees us from puniſhments eternal 1 Theretore did His Head wear 
Thorns, becauſe he ranſomed us a punttonibus peccatorum, from the 
torture of ſin, and the ſting of death, Theretore was His Thirſt mocked 
with the itterne(s ol Gall, becauſe he would zzebriate us with an etey- 
nity of ſweetneſs, with pleaſures for evermore; Therefore was he per- 
ſecuted to the Death, becauſe he purchaled Life, and prepared a place 
for us after death: And what could ſuppot him to be more then Con- 
querer1n all theſe combates, ſave only, that he w.s the very wiſdom of 
the Father ? . 

I ſhould now apply by exhorting your vigilant indeavcurs in this 
wiſe conflift tor t16 defence of Souls, bur that of all Sermon parts,comes 
neareſt up tothe office and very bring of a Teacher, which I muſt not aſ- 
ſume here, T muſt rememb:r where 1 am, amongſt whomIamy and 
wholams, no morethen a Remembrancer, 

Let me conclude with Prayer, to him, who aloe is able to teach 
every ot us; (This is $. Fames's Count), c. 1.15, If any man lack this 
wiſdom of winning Souls, let him beg it of God in prayer) Beg we it in 
that prayer of Ephrem Syrus, ( which Maxima 4 great writer records 
tO Us) Kvers "Inv Xerehs Sidyoitoy *Q)as xo, 715  Oghahurs f Kardiag jury * AxGoar 
A nbyor os. % Evrievas, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would open the 
ears and eyes of our heart, to hear and wnderſtand his woresz, with 
that Prayer of Nazianzen, Xaur wary g3 x615% Tols iuwols wires, that 
Chriſt would Ineratiate ou; Jabours (in the inqueſt of Sou's) with 
Himſelf, and with theſe committed to our charge ; with S, Auſtins 
Prayer, Sint caſt.« delici« me« Scripture twe ;, nec fallar In es,” fallam 
ex eis, that God wo.ld make all ot us 1ncorrupt in his Scrip-ures; that 
we may n:ither miſunderſland them, nor teach ami(s out of them z with 
that prayer of Fulgenting, c the abridger of S. Auſtin ) | Ab ipſaweritate 
poſtulo, doceri me multa plura qu neſcio, 4 qua accepi pauca que ſero, 
Bey we of him, who is Truth it ict, the many more truths which we are 
ignorant of, of whoſe beni-nity we have received all thoſe few truths 
we know; with that Prayer of David, Val, 119, 73, Give us under- 
anding,that we may know (an teach) thy commandments ; with that 

_ Praver in the Wiſdom of Solomon, ( that we may conclude as we began, 


T1 
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unleſs that Book be none of Solomoy's, but { 45 Eraſmus ſays, muſt ſay 
Phil's) however, 'tis in Chap. 9, Yerſ, 10, That God would icnd us 
wiſdom out of his Holy Heavens, and from the Throne of his Glory , 
that being p eſent, ſhe may labour with us, that we may know and teach 
what is ac eprable unto Gods, and with one Prayer of my own, that God 
wou'd aſſiſt ws all with all the bleſſings that all good men have ever prayed 
for, upon thoſe who labour inthe Word and Dorine for the Converſion 
and Salvation of Souls ;, and to this ous purpoſe,would make us partakers 
of the benefits of all the Prayers of the whole Catholick Church , eſpecially, 


of all the Interceſſions of the Mediatour of us all, Chriſt Feſus, bleſſed for 


evermore. 


To whom, &c, 


